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SUBJECT: CHADIAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS' PRESS CONFERENCE 
ON CLAUSTRE ABDUCTION 

1. CHADIAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WADAL ABDELKADER, 

HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE AT UN SEPTEMBER 23, TO PROVIDE BACK 
GROUND ON THE KIDNAPPING OF MADAME CLAUSTRE AND TO COMMENT 
ON THE "INTOLERABLE INTERFERENCE" BY FRANCE IN THE INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF CHAD THROUGH ITS UNILATERAL EFFORTS TO SECURE RELEASE 
OF MADAME CLAUSTRE. THE MINISTER READ A STATEMENT IN FRENCH 

TO THE CORRESPONDENTS, OUTLINING EVENTS LEADING TO THE 
REBELLION IN CHAD, THE ABDUCTION OF MADAME CLAUSTRE, AND THE 
EVENTUAL COUP D'ETAT. HE SAID ENERGETIC CHADIAN GOVERNMENT 
EFFORTS TO SECURE CLAUSTRE'S RELEASE WERE ABOUT TO COME TO 
FRUITION WHEN THE FRENCH INTERVENED, MADE DIRECT CLANDESTINE 
CONTACT WITH CLAUSTRE'S ABDUCTORS AND AGREED TO PAY A RANSOM. 
ON SEPTEMBER 19, A FRENCH MILITARY TRANSPORT PLANE LANDED 
AT YEBBI-BOU WITH A CARGO OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT, IN 
"VIOLATION OF THE SOVEREIGNTY AND INTEGRITY 1 ' OF CHAD. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS FROM JOURNALISTA FOLLOWING 
HIS STATEMENT, MINISTER WADAL ABDELKADER SAID HIS LATEST 
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INFORMATION WAS THAT MADAME CLAUSTRE IS STILL ALIVE; HE 
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HAD NO PROOF THAT THE FRENCH HAD LANDED MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
IN CHAD, BUT HE HAD "BEEN INSTRUCTED BY MY GOVERNMENT 
TO SAY THIS." HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER A NEW DATE FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH REBEL TRIBESMEN HAD BEEN SET. HE WAS 
ALSO ASKED WHETHER PART OF CHAD HAD BEEN TAKEN OVER BY LIBYA 
AND HE DENIED IT. 

3. THE CLAUSTRE CASE WAS THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION 
BETWEEN THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER AND THE SYG LAST 
EVENING. IT WAS ALSO DISCUSSED BY SYG AND ABDELKADER THIS 
MORNING. 
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